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1888 Excerpt: ...she sat watching and
waiting; and while she thus waits let us see
what her purpose is. Her custom had been
to go to market after nightfall. Stealing out
unobserved, she would seek the shops in
the Tyropceon, or those over by the Fish
Gate in the east, make her purchases of
meat and vegetables, and return and shut
herself up again. The pleasure she derived
from the presence of Ben-Hur in the old
house once more may be imagined. She
had nothing to tell him of her mistress or
Tirzah--nothing. He would have had her
move to a place not so lonesome; she
refused. She would have had him take his
own room again, which was just as he had
left it; but the danger of discovery was too
great, and he wished above all things to
avoid inquiry. He would come and see her
often as possible. Coming in the night, he
would also go away in the night. She was
compelled to be satisfied, and at once
occupied herself contriving ways to make
him happy. That he was a man now did not
occur to her; nor did it enter her mind that
he might have put by or lost his boyish
tastes; to please him, she thought to go on
her old round of services. He used to be
fond of confections; she remembered the
things in that line which delighted him
most, and resolved to make them, and have
a supply always ready when he came.
Could anything be happier? So next night,
earlier than usual, she stole out with her
basket, and went over to the Fish Gate
Market. Wandering about, seeking the best
honey, she chanced to hear a man telling a
story. What the story was the reader can
arrive at with sufficient certainty when told
that the narrator was one of the men who
had held torches for the commandant of the
Tower of Antonia when, down in cell VL,
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the Hurs were found. The particulars of the
finding were all told, and ...
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